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Lne thing you'l wanl lodo i
Brard is bt e beach, right
e Iy B play port. ket
o chill oud, Bedow lelt

Codehd ities g drawmi 1o 1he
village square in Trincoso
right and Belomw left, for

It§ $hops and E3s-back vwide
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Despele [he inffux of
bEuraly, local 18 oonlinoey
in Trascoso, nigsE, while
Lorumbau, opposite, shil
feals barely dacovened




Ui just over SO0 years since

Pornuguese explorers first sct
eyes an the ||.||'|||:| fres af

Hrazil Faricies bior aks agvle
il enengy, the fifth larpes
coiiintry m the world seema
mstwntly exotic. Flavaianas,
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frifeded — wliat can be more
exciming than flving down o Kio® And,
onee there, the options are mense

Shall 1 plunge inte the Amazon jungle?

Visit heautiful colomin] cities Hke U inda
wind Curo Prero® See the extraondinary
wilillife of the Pantanal® Chill our on the
paradise igland of Fernando de Moronla®
Your' Il certainly want to hit the beagh
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worrshigs, and will happily spend sunny duvs
atter moanlin mghts chatting, dancing,
kissing, plaving volleyball and splashing
around, With a 4,600-mile coastline,
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for most locals, a seaside break means
Bahia, the soul of Brazil

Here, the quict, sandy spot where the
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ane af the major resarts o which
Brazilions Mlock for their halidays from
December to March. Just os we nip off
down 1o the Med, 30 Rio and 580 Paulo
catv slickers jet nocth to Porto Sesurn,
where the high clitfs bordesed by galden
beaches are reminiscent of the Alrarve,
I.|1'I|I|_-|-\.'I.r| the demie T {raresin and

winiding, tea-coloured rers of the

couniry's interior, | suddenly worre I'm
aboiit to land n some Costa-style
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where even holiday excess is done wath
fair. [ere, there are no hagh-rises, the
hiotels explode with trees and fowers and
the Ristarc town contres ire ||||'|r|||.'|.| 1
brght, Canbhbean colosrs, Bar if viou
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Poro Seguro has a donkoog stop known

Stars such as Leonardo

DiCaprio come for the
beaches, dream villas
and easygoing vibe
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an, beach clubs like Axé Mad
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It was these hesches that sparked the

lnte Eightics lambada crave and, roday,

moat foremm visitor stay in Arruial
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d'Nuda, a short ferry ride sauth
resart i
with w Club Med, charer packages from
Euarope, plis lots of shops, beach bams and
chalslsingz, 15 you want to see the Brazilion
caside i full ery, just pack vour thong
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Crbsele Bikndchen lay her golden locks? *lin
lrancoso; 1'm assured, An hour's dri

witith ol Parto Sepum, this fashionable

elitfrop village was Founded by Jesuits in
1586, but | doubt theyd approve of the
BOEME r||||.||.'. T:Il-c ITINFILIRE | .[l_'i‘l okl o fr

haotel, hesding off 1o see the lgrega de Saon

Jodan Daprisia like a oo sightseer, I'm

wirnially Bhocred by cloud of manjunnas
fumes, YWhen 1 surface, possibly 300 veirs
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opposite the chilled dudes dragnng away
Trancoss was discovened by hipgies o
the late Seventies, whien Bruzi] was under
Illillr.ll1.' rule, then devi |||§,'. i & FiS'E SUEe
r!‘III tuermed 11 HRLLL ||.|||.|' cLisE |'|'||,'||' AT
still bearded, iree-living, jewellery-selling
hippics arcand, but now they've boen
joined by wealthy Brazilians snd stare,
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Trancoso

where celebs o off-dhty, siminge out under

andd casvigoiny vibe

5, dream valla

o ol Elbivee enign Bis

thie stars in the canille-lit restauranis gl
line '!|'|I' ETAREY L&I_I.ldl'”lll_ if -\.||l_|_|||'_ Al
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b ot amazmg, but the real surprise
fair & wanidering Bt is the shops, which
--|||_l'-:-|'-|:|: areiimicl ='r-u| —after eyernym i
spent the day on the beach, nameally,
lucked inside the lomg rows of onc
rosinens, 181h
irreanstibic parsde of funky clothes and

Century coftages is an

gulis I'hisire are names ke Hosa Lha
{Famous for bes Towiear :'. Ave Maria

lectic dresses I ki |!n_-|-r | |||-|_"|I|'|I' Y
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<] cobmriul bayrs and r'|:|r||.|+.|'|i|||_-l‘-. b, anad
a lintle emporium where hand-decorated
ilip-flops are a mere £110. Add in thick
bieat, palm trees, hammocks and rassi -
truit caipirinhas and Trancoso becomes a
seductive place best enjoved ar weekends
and durmg holidays.
Kent a vellow
dune buggy, take a
miokarbike - taxh to
join the surfistas
catching waves
or hit the discos
plaving checsy forrd,
Trancesas also has
sunne brilliant e -
boutique hotels, such as Pousads Ernis,
which is buried in tropical jungle with
roweimi ndividually designed on themies
like Gypsy, Tribal and Morocco, Laing
here, | soon realise Brazilians aren't JusE
ks of the beach, they're also gL
of the poolside, wo, Think sunshine,
white hikinis, Mariza Monte on the T
- and that’s just at breakfast, Tall and tan

¥ho

Tall and tan, young
and lovely, the girls and
boys from Ipanema
really do have it

ansd voung and lovelv... the girls and
bovs from [pancina really do have it
South of Trancosn, along the Costa di
Drescobrimonto {1 Jisoovery Coast), there
are doretis more besehes and caoves, all
linked by rough rracks and sprinkled
with chic liotels,
hideaway beach burs
and handicraft stalls.
E'.':r:. rl‘llﬂ!.t laaps af
Caraiva, a rastic,
car=lree resort
withicuit maine

elecericity that vou

feach on a wooden
T punt. Bevond lies the
Parque Macional de Monte Pascoal, which
gathers round the 1,5461 peik of Maonte
Pascoal = the first land the Portugucse
explorers glimpsed in April 1500, Sadly
tar them, the sailon were looking for
[ndia, and only staved ten days.

From here, vou can reach Ponta do

Corumbau by speedboat, but 1 take an
mland route, passing through fields filled

with papayas, coffee bushes anid canle
rariches overlooked by the browdy black
mauntains by tamaraju. It's 2 long, bum
numbang drve thar provekes betrer-be
worth-it looks from my SO, i
u imely reminder thar Brazil is BIG
Bahia state alone is larger than France,
hur with only a fifth of the popalation

The rosd finally ends at Fazends Sia
Francisco do Comumban, o serene designer
haorel inserted into an ald coconut Farm
fronted by a deserted beach. 1f you like
beautiful isalathng and ane happy to kook
at the stars rather than TV, to lear
lapping waves tstead of ather vorces, this
15 o drearmn spot tooend o mud Brazilian
addventure. Staying here feels like being on
a desert aland, bt thankfully one with o
Lhi iy F||'||'||. 4 prerty white schomiser for
excursons to the reef and good food.

It' the moss relaxing hotel 1've ever
stayed in, a chance o ¢lear the mind and
appreciate thar, while Brazil is a grear
place to party, its real pleasures go far
deeper and hias ey erything ro do with
it glotbous and abundant natare, “From
pimE b i, it is all beach,” the
explorers reconded in their journal as they
passed along this coast, very simiple and
very beautiful.’ And Cosumban still feels

like that = just waiting to be discoversd. m

BOOK NOW

% GETTING THERE

warig (QHOF0 3000, wwwerarigaomuk) Nies
fram Leedon 1o Sdo Paulo from ET17 retum kn
July intluding tases. Tam (01E8-900 400 warw
Lm.com te) has connecting fgis, 1o Porto
sequra Trom EIBO feturn. CazenovesLovd (020
T304 FH12 www carloyd com) can armars
taiktmiasde bours feahuring the halels below
aivd Lriges o other parly of Brand

5 WHERE TO STAY

In Asvaial o' &puda, doubles af the beackiront
Pousada Pitinga (wew pousadapilnga.com.brl
Cosl drom EBE. Doubiles at Poussda Finia (wim
etnisbritil oom bri in Erancoso, cost froen £X01
In Corumbid, doubles M Fazenda S30 Francisco
i Corurmban (wwwoorumbaasom bl ool (rom
EX6A, inchuing meals. &1 rates melude breaklas!
FOR MORE INFORMATION

Longull Brnd E36.99, Lonely Planst], Uselul
WELIH S iniude Wi | witismg qore br,

s Dania combr and www. bathda-onfiee ned
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